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PUBLIC WORKS ENGINEERING EXCELLENCE AWARDS WINNERS 

The Maryborough Community has come together to deliver an outstanding community project in the redevelopment of its Station Domain Precinct.  The local Central Goldfields Shire guided the community though the planning, design and construction of the many engineering aspects of the project resulting in a new playground, amphitheatre, open space area, reuse of buildings, keeping the most important historical elements of the precinct, diverting old drains, construction of a new multipurpose community centre.  All sectors of the community were considered in the project from families to the elderly and the project was delivered using local resources of construction materials and labour.

The Geelong Community now have a better environment thanks to an innovative engineering solution to an existing problem with the installation of a gross pollutant trap retrofitted into an existing underground concrete structure located in line with a major stormwater bay outfall. The structure originally housed a proprietary GPT that unfortunately failed following its first test with a major storm event.

The Hume City Councils focus on providing engineering employment for young people in and around the municipality was recognised in the excellence awards.  The program of advertising and employing engineering work experience students has gown over the years with benefits to these students, the community and the local government sector.
Communities on the Mornington Peninsula now have a strategy in place to improve areas subject to flood nuisance.   An action plan has been put together to build drains, flood structures, water tanks, pumping stations, wetlands, increasing pipe capacities, identifying dedicated surcharge routes for excess water and swales all designed to ensure the future sustainability of these communities.

Baw Baw Shire Subdivisional Engineer, Kurt Pitts has been named Young Public Works Practitioner of the Year.  Kurt is recognised for his ability to find solutions balancing the need for development against environmental destruction of habitat for some rare fauna and flora species.

David McArthur from Greater City of Geelong has been recognised as a Public Works Practitioner who serves the Geelong Community and is the first point of call when emergency management and flooding issues are encountered.  
IPWEAvic President, Mark Varmalis, says “the 2011 IPWEAvic Awards for Excellence provide an opportunity to recognise excellence in the innovation, development, construction and management of public works projects and services.  The Awards celebrate the success of individuals and teams and winners”.  
Winners were announced at the Gala Dinner held on Tuesday 11 May at Plaza Ballroom, Collins St, Melbourne.  IPWEA National President, John Truman, and MAV President Cr Bill McArthur presented the awards together with IPWEAvic President, Mark Varmalis.  Finalists in the four categories available for award in 2011 had been revealed in the lead up to the announcement of the winners through the dedicated Awards for Excellence website so it was with great excitement that the IPWEAvic President announced the award winners:

· Central Goldfields Shire team the winner in the Capital Project Award over $3M for the Domain Station Project in Maryborough
· City of Greater Geelong team the winner in the Capital Project Award under $3M for the Steampacket Quay Gross Pollutant Trap installation project
· Hume City Council team the winner in the Innovation/Service Delivery Award Category for the Work Experience Program for undergraduate engineers
· Mornington Peninsula Shire Council team the winner in the Asset Management Award Category for the Flood Management Strategy
· Kurt Pitts from Baw Baw Shire the winner in the Young Public Works Practioner of the year

· David McArthur from Greater City of Geelong received recognition as a Public Works Practitioner
The winners each received a trophy and framed certificate.  Details of all finalists and award winners can be found at http://www.ipwea.com/awards2011/
IPWEAvic is an association of public works professionals which connects, informs, represents and leads public works professionals.  IPWEAvic strives to enhance the quality of live in Victorian communities through excellence in public works and services. 
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