
Draft Statewide Waste  
and Resource Recovery  
Infrastructure Plan

 Submission guidelines



Thank you for your interest in providing 
comments on the draft Statewide Waste and 
Resource Recovery Infrastructure Plan (SWRRIP). 

The draft SWRRIP provides Victoria with a 
30 year roadmap to guide future investment 
in waste management and resource recovery 
infrastructure to effectively manage the expected 
mix and increasing volumes of waste generated 
by Victorian households, businesses and industry.

The draft SWRRIP describes the current scene, 
sets the agenda for the future and identifies 
major opportunities and priorities for the 
government over the next five years.

The draft SWRRIP has been developed to invite 
feedback and encourage comment from those 
working in the waste and resource recovery sector. 
Feedback received from consultation will be 
used to inform and strengthen the final SWRRIP. 

Written submissions should ideally be kept to no 
more than 1000 words per question. Please feel 
free to comment on all the questions or just those 
you choose. Where possible, your comments 
should include supporting information, evidence 
and/or data. This will help develop a plan that is 
informed by a strong evidence base, reflecting 
the experience of government, industry and the 
Victorian community. 

Your comments may be made public.  
If you would like your contribution to 
remain confidential, please mark this 
clearly on the following page. 

Please note, Freedom of Information access 
requirements will apply to all submissions, 
even those treated as confidential.  

Sustainability Victoria collects, uses and discloses 
your personal information for the purposes of 
this submission, as specified in this document, 
in accordance with our Privacy Statement. 
Sustainability Victoria’s Privacy Statement is 
available from www.sustainability.vic.gov.au.

If you have any questions relating to the Privacy 
Statement or wish to seek access to the personal 
information which Sustainability Victoria holds 
about you, please contact us in writing addressed 
to privacy@sustainability.vic.gov.au.

Timeline and  
what you need to do
Submissions are due by:  
5pm, Friday 6 December 2013

E-mail your submission as a PDF or word 
document to swrrip@sustainability.vic.gov.au. 

Submissions provided prior to this date 
are welcomed. Submissions provided after 
the due date risk not having their input 
considered in the development of the SWRRIP.

For more  
information
Email swrrip@sustainability.vic.gov.au  
Phone Sustainability Victoria  
on 1300 363 744

Frequently asked questions 
will be updated frequently on  
www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/swrrip
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Submission
This information may be published.  
Do you want your submission to remain confidential?

  Yes, keep my name/organisation and submission confidential

  No, but keep my name/organisation confidential

  No, my name/organisation and submission can be published

Contact information

Name of organisation:  

Street address:  

Town/suburb:  State:  Postcode:  

Postal address (if different from above):

Address:  

Town/suburb:  State:  Postcode:  

Authorised person (this is the person who is authorised by the organisation to make the submission on their behalf)

Title:  First name:  Last name:  

Telephone:  Facsimile:  Mobile:  

Email:  



4 Draft SWRRIP Submission | Submissions to the draft SWRRIP are due 5pm Friday 6 December 2013

What We Need To Know

1. Does the draft SWRRIP provide a true representation of existing waste and resource recovery systems in your area? 

a. If not, what is missing and needs to be included?

2. Does the information provided in the draft SWRRIP provide sufficient information to inform your decision making process? 

a. If not, what further information do you need?

3. Does the draft SWRRIP provide sufficient clarity on government priorities and direction? 

a. If not, what do you need?
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What We Need To Know

4. Does the draft SWRRIP articulate opportunities for investment in a future integrated waste and resource recovery system? 

a. If not what should be included? 

b. Are there emerging opportunities/issues we have missed?

5. Overall, how will you use the draft SWRRIP and what can be done to make it a more useful document?

6. Are there any additional comments you would like to make?

We appreciate your interest in helping to prepare the SWRRIP for Victoria  
and taking the time to provide your comments and evidence.
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	Name of organisation: Institute of Public Works Engineering Australasia Victoria Division Pty Ltd
	Street address: PO Box 115
	Townsuburb: Oakleigh South
	State: Victoria
	Postcode: 3167
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	Townsuburb_2: 
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	Telephone: 03 9005 0860
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	Question 1: The draft makes no reference to the organic facilities about to be commissioned, planned/under contract and those out to tender.  The planning and delivery of these facilities will open new horizons for the management of metropolitan waste and providing organic treatment facilities that will allow diversion of green and food (mixed) organic waste from landfills.  This will offer opportunities for significantly improved environmental outcomes for waste management by:·         Reducing the recurrent volume of waste to landfill ·         Removing methane (GHG) generating material from landfills·         Reducing leachate from landfills as organic material has a high fluid content·         Separately processing `mixed' organic waste to produce a variety of organic products for reuse 
	Question 2: The draft could be improved with more information on the State Government's strategic approach to waste to energy (W2E) and other alternative waste technologies (AWT)  - does the State Government support W2E pilots or other AWTs?  If so, on what basis and for what period of time?The draft references the State Government's Getting Full Value policy and aspires to achieve a common long term outcome for landfills to only receive `treated residual waste material that has been through a process to extract materials of economic value or have been stabilized to reduce their environmental impact.'  To this end, it is suggested that the draft plan could specify a timeframe for the mandatory treatment of waste to remove mixed organic material before the residual waste is disposed to landfill.  This action would:·         Removal discretion and mandate the form of waste services and their contracts·         Guarantee feedstock longitudinally for investment in organic treatment facilities and byproduct market development·         Encourage/reinforce cross regional boundary planning for infrastructure investment·         Reduce landfill operation risks and improve environmental outcomes resulting in better practice management of landfills as the sites would essentially become dry inert disposal sites·         Increase the life of existing landfills and defer capital expenditure on new cells 
	Question 3: The draft Plan seeks to ensure that waste and resource recovery infrastructure requirements are integrated into land use planning for such facilities, through the provision of appropriate buffers where required.  It is proposed that the application of environmental significance overlays (ESO) should be introduced into planning schemes across the State in tandem with buffers to protect identified/proposed waste precincts and facilities to reduce investment risk and reduce development barriers and costs.   
	Question 4: Waste management services and the provision of waste management facilities are not limited by or restricted by municipal or regional waste management group boundaries.  The position that these services and facilities should be integrated and seamlessly provided across the State is whole heartedly supported.  The draft Plan could benefit from greater clarity around the State's strategic intent and appetite (eg in principle and financial) for ongoing research and development into new technologies and transition incentives for local government and private industry to move to new ways of delivering waste services and facilities better.  Local government will also need a transition period to allow for:·         Waste service remodelling·         Community engagement and education·         Financial planning for the revised/new waste service modelassociated with any new/revised service(s) or models of service delivery (eg mandatory mixed organic bin). 
	Question 5: The draft Plan is of vital importance to local government.  Waste services are a core function provided to all communities across the State and a significant item in all local government budgets across the State.  They are therefore integral to all Council Plans and a key consideration in all long term financial plans and annual budgets.  The greater the clarity of the State's strategic direction for waste management and services, the better informed will local government `s long term strategic and financial planning be.  The suggestions outlined in this submission are offered on this basis.  
	Question 6: The State Government is to be congratulated on the integration and co-ordination that is evident in their Getting Full Value policy, the MWMG draft Metropolitan Waste and Resource Recovery Strategy Plan 2013 and this draft Plan.The IPWEAvic would welcome the opportunity to be an active participant in finalising the draft Plan or in future reviews. 


